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the five propositions, but they were far outnumbered by
the inferior members who were all friends of Mahadeva.
When the discussion and voting were over the wrangling
still continued, and the king ordered all the brethren to
be embarked in rotten boats and sent adrift on the Ganges;
by this means he thought it would be shewn who were
arhats and who were not. But at the critical moment
500 arhats rose in the air, and floated away to Kashmir.
Here they dispersed, and settled in lonely places among
the vales and mountains. When the king heard what had
occurred he repented, and sent messengers to coax the
arhats to return to his capital, but they all refused to
leave. Hereupon he caused 500 monasteries to be built
for them, and gave the country to the Buddhist church.
These 500 arhats introduced and propagated the Sthavira
school in Kashmir, and the majority of inferior brethren
at Pataliputra began the Mahasanghika school.

It will be noticed that in this account we have neither
the name of the king nor the date of the schism. But
in the "I-pu-tsung-lun" and the "Shi-pa-pu-lun" the king
is Asoka, and the time above 100 years after Buddha's
decease. Additional information on the subject will be
found in Wassiljew's "Buddhismus" and in Schiefher's
"Taranatha".* In the "Shan-chien-lii-vibhasha" and in the
passages of the Pali works referred to in connection with
Madhyantika we find mention of a Mahadeva at Patali-
putra.2 But this man lived apparently a good and pious
life, and he was sent by Tissa as a missionary to the
Andhra country. He preached (or composed) the "Deva-
duta-sutra" that is the Deva-messenger sutra, in Chinese
T'ien~shi-cliing (^ ^ jjg), and he seems to have been
successful in propagating Buddhism. This may be the
Mahadeva of the northern treatises, the popular and in-
fluential abbott of Pataliputra. But the latter dies, and

1  Was Bud. S.62; Tar. S. 51 and 293; Ehys Davids in J.R A.S.
1892, p. 9.

2  Shan-chien-lu-vib. ch. 2; Yinaya Yol. iii, p. 316.